SEEING JESUS IN JOHN

WEEK FOURTEEN: THE TEACHING OF JESUS
READING
FOR younger children, YOU can READ THE UNDERLINED PORTIONS ONLY
14 Then, midway through the festival, Jesus went up to the Temple and began to teach. 15
The people were surprised when they heard him. “How does he know so much when he
hasn’t been trained?” they asked. 16 So Jesus told them, “My message is not my own; it
comes from God who sent me. 17 Anyone who wants to do the will of God will know
whether my teaching is from God or is merely my own. 18 Those who speak for themselves
want glory only for themselves, but a person who seeks to honor the one who sent him
speaks truth, not lies. 19 Moses gave you the law, but none of you obeys it! In fact, you are
trying to kill me.” 20 The crowd replied, “You’re demon possessed! Who’s trying to kill you?”
21 Jesus replied, “I did one miracle on the Sabbath, and you were amazed. 22 But you work
on the Sabbath, too, when you obey Moses’ law of circumcision. (Actually, this tradition of
circumcision began with the patriarchs, long before the law of Moses.) 23 For if the correct
time for circumcising your son falls on the Sabbath, you go ahead and do it so as not to break
the law of Moses. So why should you be angry with me for healing a man on the Sabbath? 24
Look beneath the surface so you can judge correctly.” John 7 (NLT)

TEACHING
The Jewish people would gather in Jerusalem several times a year for special religious
celebrations. This story takes place during one of those holidays: The Feast of Booths or
Tabernacles. The Feast of Booths was a time of remembering the faithfulness of God to
his people during their wilderness wanderings. When the people heard Jesus teaching
they were shocked because they knew he hadn’t received any formal training to be a
Rabbi (teacher). Jesus took the opportunity to explain how his teaching was different
from the teaching of others. He pointed out three main differences.
1) He was sent by God with a message. He wasn’t making up his own message or
teaching his own opinions. What Jesus taught was direct revelation from the heart of God
to his people.
2) His teaching requires a response. He said that only those who desire to DO the will of
God will be able to rightly understand and receive his teachings. He wasn’t looking to just
fill the crowd’s heads with more information. He was calling them to action!
3) The truth of his teaching could be trusted because the motivation of his heart wasn’t
selfish. He wasn’t speaking for his own glory and fame, but for the glory of God the
Father.
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RESPONSE
OPENING QUESTION(S):

• Who is/was your favorite teacher? Why?

TODDLERS/PRE-K:
• In this story, what were the Jewish people celebrating during the Feast of Booths?
• Who did God send to us with a message?

CHILDREN:
• What was the Feast of Booths about?
• Why was the crowd surprised by Jesus’ teaching?
• What is one way that Jesus’ teaching was different than the others?

TEENAGERS:
• Why was the crowd surprised by Jesus’ teaching?
• Why is it important that we don’t just hear teaching, but we act on it?
• What does it mean to live for the glory of God?

ADULTS:
• How is your teaching (discipling of your children) like Jesus’ teaching?
• What things in your life are you tempted to look to for glory and fame?

PRAYER
God,
Thank you that Jesus came to teach us the truth. Thank you that when we know the
truth, it can set us free. Thank you that Jesus is truth and in knowing him we
experience real freedom. Help me to be a good student and a good learner. Help
me to appreciate knowledge. Help me in your grace and by your Spirit to move
beyond knowledge to action. Show me any area in my life where I am living for my
own glory and help me to give you all the glory. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
NEXT LEVEL (ADDITIONAL OPTIONAL TEACHING)
In this rest of this passage, Jesus exposes the hypocrisy of his critics. They are
scheming against him because he did a work of kindness on the Sabbath, but they
themselves were prioritizing other laws and customs over the keeping of the Sabbath.
The example Jesus uses here is circumcision. The ESV Study Bible points out that “if
‘perfecting’ one part of the human body on the Sabbath was legitimate, how much
more the healing of an entire person (the ‘greater’ issue).” This reminds me of Jesus’
teaching in Matthew 7:3-5 about removing the plank from our own eye before
pointing out the speck in another’s eye.

